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(57) Abstract: COPYRIGHT: (C)1996,JPO 

PURPOSE: To provide an automatic data gathering 
method capable of automatically transmitting maintenance 
information from an automatic data transmission function 
device part through a telephone line to a 'free dial(R)' 
terminal and gathering the maintenance information. 

CONSTITUTION: The tree diaI(R)Vtermlnal 2 for charging 
a telephone utilization charge to a maker side which 
supplies equipments is provided, the *free dial(R)' 
terminal 2 is provided v^h a storage device, a user 
side to which the equipments are supplied is provided 
with the automatic data transmission function device 
part 1 and the device part 1 is provided with a storage 
means for automatically gathering and storing the 
maintenance information of the equipments and a data 
send-out means for periodically sending out the 
maintenance information to the free dlal(Ry terminal 
2. The maintenance information of the equipments is 
periodically transmitted from the device part 1 provided 
on the user side tiirough a telephone line networi< 3 to 
the 'free dial(R)' terminal 2 and the -transmitted 
maintenance Information is automatically stored in the 
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